THE   GREAT   BATTLES
balloon for scouting. Ney was sufficiently enthralled by
the idea to advance 30,000 francs for its completion,
but when next he sought the inventor he could not be
found within a long march of Montreuil; which goes to
prove that Ney's early business experience had not been
effective.
Madame Ney was naturally in evidence at Montreuil,
and later at Recque, when her husband shifted his
quarters farther inland. It was not too far for the butter-
flies to venture from Paris, and very soon the womenfolk
of the higher officers were indulging their usual round
of fetes and entertainment as a kind of courtly appendage
to the sparkling preparations along the Channel. But
the perfect discipline of the various corps remained
unbroken, while nothing more serious than a form of
itch blotted their health record. Each day the men per-
formed their turn of service, while at night a ponderous
chain -was drawn across the harbour and guards walked
the quays, exchanging their 'Sentinels, attention!' with the
cGood watch* of the sailors in the tops.
The entire scene of that concentration, with its unity
and spirit, its colour and abundance of talent, was yet
to fade until it remains no more than a problem, of history.
Indeed, its most active reminder, if the Boulogne fisher-
women speak sooth, is that several of those flat-bottomed
boats are included among their herring-fleet of to-day.
The army took part in the discussions that led to the
proclamation of the Empire on May i8th 1804. A fort-
night earlier the Senate had declared: 'That the interests
of the French people will be greatly promoted by con-
fiding the government of the Republic to Napoleon
Bonaparte, as hereditary Emperor,* and the soldiers
had given their approval by subscribing to loyal
addresses.
Following as it did upon the absolutism of the Con-
sulate there was nothing standingly drastic in Napoleon's
resolve to end the Revolution by the establishment of
heredity; and Ney drew up the usual type of rambling
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